
BOROUGH OF RIVERTON 
REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING 

JULY 17, 2018 at 7:00pm 
 

Mayor Cairns Wells called the meeting to order. Municipal Clerk, Michelle Hack called roll call to confirm a 
quorum: Ms. Renee Azelby present, Mr. Armand Bianchini present, Ms. Suzanne Cairns Wells present, Mr. Bill 
Corbi present, Mr. Kirk Fullerton present, Mr. Kenneth Mills present and Mr. James Quinn present.  All saluted 
the Flag. Other Borough Officials present: Mr. Keith Adams, Chief John Shaw, Solicitor Coleman, Nicole 
Chicone Shively and Clerk Michelle Hack. 
 
Mayor Cairns Wells read the following statement “Public Notice of this meeting, pursuant to the Open Public 
Meetings Act, has been given by the Municipal Clerk in the following manner:  

 
a. Having written notice published in the Burlington County Times Friday January 12, 2018 
b. Forwarding written notice to the Courier Post for informational purposes only on Monday January 

8, 2018 
c. Posting written notice on the Official Bulletin Board on Monday January 8, 2018” 

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES/CLERK REPORT 

Minutes from June 19, 2018 were submitted for approval. Mr. Corbi made a motion to approve the minutes. 
Mr. Mills seconded his motion.  ROLL CALL: Ms. Azelby aye, Mr. Bianchini aye, Mr. Corbi aye, Mr. Fullerton 
aye, Mr. Mills aye, Mr. Quinn aye. 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT, FINANCE/TAX REPORT & BILL LIST 
Mr. Fullerton read the Finance Office report and the Tax Collection and Treasurer’s report and asked for a 
motion to approve the bill list, which closed on June 18, 2018. Ms. Azelby provided the second. . ROLL CALL: 
Ms. Azelby aye, Mr. Bianchini aye, Mr. Corbi aye, Mr. Fullerton aye, Mr. Mills aye, Mr. Quinn aye. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

Mayor Cairns Wells opened the floor for public comment. Mr. Richard Rossi of Beechwood asked about any 
tree removals related to the repaving Beechwood and Homewood.  No trees will be removed as part of the 
plans for road construction.  He also asked how the deed restriction works and if it can be removed as it 
pertains to the group home at 1005 Beechwood.  Mr. Coleman explained that property and deed restriction 
are part of the required affordable housing requirement and is in place for 30 years.   
 
Mr. Cliff DePeu of Linden Avenue informed Council that the Borough has an issue with dogs barking and 
jumping at him as he tries to walk.  He provided Council with a website for data on dog bites and images of 
children who have been victims of dog bites.  Ms. Azelby informed him that the police work to ensure leash 
laws are in effect at all times and he should call the police to report violations as they occur.  
 
No one else came forward to speak therefore closing the public portion of this meeting. 

 
Mr. Corbi gave an update on the roads program for Homewood and Beechwood as Alaimo is working to 
finalize the blue prints.  He is also working with PSEG to better improve the gas flow on those same roads.  

 
JUNE 2018 PUBLIC WORKS REPORT 

DPW Collected brush three times entire town, five brush dumpsters; Swept entire town twice 
Cleaned up town for July 4th parade; Patched potholes; Installed mulch in flower bed Elm & Broad; Replaced 
DO NOT ENTER signs at 4th and Church. PARK Cut park three times; Cleaned up park before and after Concert 



in Park; New sand in sandboxes ; Installed mulch around slide; Painted bike rack in park; On July 6th, we had a 
park clean up with the summer camp. Ordered and installed 6 yard signs (Curb and Leash your Dog) for the 
park. SEWER Four sewer calls: three homeowner problems/one main 223 Elm Ave; Shared service agreement 
is in affect with Palmyra for jetter service. Generator is almost completed. There is some patching of concrete 
and a 4-hour load test that need to be done.  
 
Mr. Corbi and all of Council commended the job of Public Works on July 4th.  
 

O-2018-04 1ST READING 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RIVERTON, 

COUNTY OF BURLINGTON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY AMENDING CHAPTER 128, SECTIONS 16.B, 
20.B AND 24.B REGULATING THE MINIMUM FRONT YARD REQUIREMENT IN THE  

R4, R8 AND R15 ZONING DISTRICTS 
(IN FULL IN ORDINANCE BOOK) 

Mr. Mills read the ordinance above by title only and motioned for approval to which Ms. Azelby seconded his 
motion. Mr. Mills explained this is a recommendation from the Planning Board as a result of a remand hearing 
where a judge felt the current Borough Code wasn’t clear concerning front yard setbacks.  A Public Hearing 
and second reading will be held on August 19, 2018 with official notice to appear in the Burlington County 
Times. Mr. Mills will report the introduction of this ordinance to the Planning Board on July 24, 2018. ROLL 
CALL: Ms. Azelby aye, Mr. Bianchini aye, Mr. Corbi aye, Mr. Fullerton aye, Mr. Mills aye, Mr. Quinn aye. 
 
Mr. Mills and Mayor Cairns Wells distributed a draft Ordinance to Establish Regulations for Short Term 
Property Rentals.  It was decided there was still a lot of work to do on the proposed draft and Council will 
discuss at a future meeting. 
 
Mr. Mills stated that the Planning Board is finalizing the Master Plan report draft and provided the vacant 
property report. 
 
Ms. Azelby read the Police, Court and Fire report and stated she is working with Labor Counsel, Elizabeth 
Garcia on the police negotiations contract with the first meeting scheduled for July 30, 2018. 
 
Mr. Bianchini that all recreational sports teams are going along as planned.  Park improvements made include 
upgrades to playground equipment and new sand in sandbox and new borders, power washing/painting picnic 
area, and new padding at basketball courts.  There are more upgrades in the near future including the 
installation of a bottle filler at the grandstand, new mulch and border at playground that will be ADA 
compliant.   
 

RESOLUTION 51-2018 
A RESOLUTION TO AWARD TWO (2) YEAR EMERGENCY TREE WORK CONTRACT 

(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK) 
Mr. Quinn read the resolution by title only and motioned for approval. Mr. Bianchini provided the second. The 
contract is being awarded to Eastern as the lowest responsible bidder. ROLL CALL: Ms. Azelby aye, Mr. 
Bianchini aye, Mr. Corbi aye, Mr. Fullerton aye, Mr. Mills aye, Mr. Quinn aye. 
 

RESOLUTION 52-2018 
A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE CLERK TO BID FOR 2018 TREE TRIMMING CONTRACT 

(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK) 
Mr. Quinn read the resolution by title only and motioned to approve. Mr. Fullerton seconded his motion.  Ms. 
Hack will prepare the bid specifications for 51 predetermined trees to be trimmed. Mayor Cairns Wells 



inquired on the status of the budget and reminded Mr. Quinn to be prepared to leave funds for the end of the 
year and emergency work. ROLL CALL: Ms. Azelby aye, Mr. Bianchini aye, Mr. Corbi aye, Mr. Fullerton aye, Mr. 
Mills aye, Mr. Quinn aye. 
 
Mr. Quinn reported on the School Board, the reappointment of Ms. Eck; the Environmental Commission is 
meeting and working for Sustainable Jersey accreditation looking at 2019 initiatives, and the Shade Tree Board 
stump removals are finishing. Mr. Quinn informed Council that he and the Mayor met with two phone line 
providers and both come in at a significant savings over our current system provider, Line Systems.  He has a 
little more follow up but plans to meet again with the Mayor and make a recommendation at an upcoming 
meeting.  Mr. Quinn acknowledged Mr. Adams and the Department of Public Works on helping provide 
another successful Fourth of July.  He reported on the Communications Committee meeting and they are 
looking at the best ways to reach digital and analog residents of Riverton; and possibly a bulletin board at the 
center of town.  He advised, as the Chair of the Communications Committee he would like to recommend that 
all Council have access to the Borough’s social media accounts. Mayor and Council responded with various 
reasons as to why the Borough does not want to revert to this as the Borough now has a paid position to 
manage social media. Mr. Quinn stated he feels strongly that as the Communications Chair he should be 
allowed access and Council disagrees as it will interrupt the marketing feel our paid professional is working 
toward.  After Mr. Corbi stated that he would like to rescind the Communications Committee, it was agreed 
that the Committee would reconvene and determine the goals and recommendations the Committee makes 
to Council. A determination will be made at that point. 
 
Mr. Quinn discussed the Burlington County Energy Aggregate with Council and all agree this is not an 
appropriate avenue for the Borough’s residents at this time. 
 

RESOLUTION 54-2018 
A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE AN AGREEMENT CONCERNING EDMUNDS WIPP 

(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK) 
Mr. Fullerton read the resolution by title only and made a motion to approve. Mr. Mills seconded the motion.  
Ms. Hack stated this is a required document for Edmunds Software to accept electronic payments for taxes 
and sewer on behalf of the Borough.  ROLL CALL: Ms. Azelby aye, Mr. Bianchini aye, Mr. Corbi aye, Mr. 
Fullerton aye, Mr. Mills aye, Mr. Quinn aye. 
 

ORDINANCE O-2018-03 2ND READING 
A BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR VARIOUS CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS IN AND BY THE BOROUGH OF 
RIVERTON, IN THE COUNTY OF BURLINGTON, NEW JERSEY, APPROPRIATING $542,747 THEREFOR AND 

AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $515,610 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE  
BOROUGH TO FINANCE PART OF THE COST THEREOF 

(IN FULL IN ORDINANCE BOOK) 
Mr. Fullerton read the ordinance above by title only and motioned for approval; to which Mr. Corbi seconded 
his motion. The Mayor opened the floor for the Public Hearing on this ordinance.  No one came forth to speak 
therefore closing the public portion.  Notice of this Public Hearing and second reading was published in the 
Official Newspaper on June 26, 2018. ROLL CALL: Ms. Azelby aye, Mr. Bianchini aye, Mr. Corbi aye, Mr. 
Fullerton aye, Mr. Mills aye, Mr. Quinn aye. 
 

RESOLUTION 55-2018 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF BOND NOTES 

(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK) 
Mr. Fullerton read the resolution by title only and made a motion to approve. Mr. Bianchini provided the 
second. Mr. Fullerton explained this bond sale is pooled by the Burlington County Bridge Commission and 



places the Borough at an advantageous position as compared to the traditional bond sale conducted 
independently through Bond Counsel.  ROLL CALL: Ms. Azelby aye, Mr. Bianchini aye, Mr. Corbi aye, Mr. 
Fullerton aye, Mr. Mills aye, Mr. Quinn aye. 
 
Mr. Fullerton asked Solicitor Coleman his interpretation of Governor Murphy’s legislation to write off a portion 
of residential property tax as a charitable donation.  Mr. Coleman advised Council not to act on this, as he 
believes the IRS will not be responding favorably. 
 

RESOLUTION 53-2018 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF BOND NOTES 

(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK) 
Mayor Cairns Wells read the resolution by title only and asked for a motion.  She stated that the 
Administration/HR committee unanimously agreed to recommend Ms. Hack for reappointment. Mr. Mills 
made a motion to approve and Mr. Bianchini seconded the motion.  This resolution represents Ms. Hack’s 
second appointment with the Borough as her initial term expires August 8, 2018.  This approval of this 
resolution permanently appoints her in the role of Borough Clerk.  ROLL CALL: Ms. Azelby aye, Mr. Bianchini 
aye, Mr. Corbi aye, Mr. Fullerton aye, Mr. Mills aye, Mr. Quinn aye.  Ms. Hack thanked Council for the honor to 
be the Clerk for the Borough. 
 
The Mayor stated that the Administration Committee has a next to final draft of the handbook almost ready 
for Council distribution.   
 
Mayor Cairns Wells asked for a motion to enter into a closed session to discuss ongoing litigation concerning 
Affordable Housing.  Ms. Azelby made the motion and Mr. Corbi provided the second. . ROLL CALL: Ms. Azelby 
aye, Mr. Bianchini aye, Mr. Corbi aye, Mr. Mills aye, Mr. Quinn aye. 
 
Motion to exit closed session by Ms. Azelby and seconded by, Mr. Bianchini. All approved in the affirmative.  
These minutes can be found in the Closed Session minute book and shall be released after the matter 
becomes resolved. No formal action occurred as a result of this closed session. 

 
ADJOURNMENT  

With no further business to discuss Azelby made a motion to adjourn which Mr. Corbi seconded.  All voted in 
the affirmative. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 

Michelle Hack, Borough Clerk 


