BOROUGH OF RIVERTON

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING

January 14, 2019 at 7:00pm

Mayor Cairns Wells called the meeting to order. Municipal Clerk, Michelle Hack called roll call to confirm a quorum: Mr. Armand Bianchini absent, Ms. Suzanne Cairns Wells present, Mr. Bill Corbi present, Mr. Hank DeGeorge present, Mr. Kirk Fullerton present, Mr. Kenneth Mills present and Mr. James Quinn present.  Other Borough Officials present: Mr. Keith Adams, Chief John Shaw, Ms. Nicole Chicone Shively, Solicitor Coleman, and Clerk Michelle Hack. All saluted the Flag.
Mayor Cairns Wells read the following statement “Public Notice of this meeting, pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act, has been given by the Municipal Clerk in the following manner: 

a. Having written notice published in the Burlington County Times Friday January 12, 2018

b. Forwarding written notice to the Courier Post for informational purposes only on Monday January 8, 2018

c. Posting written notice on the Official Bulletin Board on Monday January 8, 2018”
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
Ms. Renee Azelby was present to receive an award from Mayor and Council for all of her hard work and diligence especially on the pedestrian push button project.  Ms. Azelby graciously accepted and thanked her peers, she stated she will miss serving the Borough and will be glad to help going forward.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES/CLERK REPORT
Minutes from December 18, 2018 and January 3, 2019 were submitted for approval. Mr. Corbi made a motion to approve the minutes. Mr. Fullerton seconded his motion.  ROLL CALL: Mr. Bianchini aye, Mr. Corbi aye, Mr. DeGeorge aye, Mr. Fullerton aye, Mr. Mills aye, Mr. Quinn aye.

TREASURER’S REPORT, FINANCE/TAX REPORT & BILL LIST

Mr. Fullerton read the Finance Office report and the Tax Collection and Treasurer’s report and asked for a motion to approve the bill list, which closed on December 18, 2018. Mr. Corbi provided the second. ROLL CALL: Mr. Bianchini aye, Mr. Corbi aye, Mr. DeGeorge aye, Mr. Fullerton aye, Mr. Mills aye, Mr. Quinn aye.
PUBLIC COMMENT
The Mayor opened the floor for Public Comments.  Ms. Wanda Swanson of Midway introduced herself to Mayor and Council. She is newly retired and excited to start becoming more involved with Riverton. No one else came forward to speak therefore closing the public portion of this meeting. 
DECEMBER 2018 PUBLIC WORKS REPORT

DPW: Brush collected twice entire town all brush picked up before Holidays; four (4) brush dumpsters (total for year 73 dumpsters); Completed leaf schedule (total for year 3,445 cubic yards; Riverton received 10 free recycling carts because 15% of the residents signed up for the recycle coach; Potholes patched twice; Jan 13 snow storm salted town 10.5 yds. of salt. County was billed for 8 storm in 2018. Total for year was $2,760.00; Annual required safety training was completed: confined space, lock out tag out, blood borne pathogens, fire extinguisher training. Mr. Adams reported that on December 20 he was notified that he passed the state exam for Certified Public Works Manager. SEWER: 10 sewer calls all home owners’ responsibilities.

Councilman Bill Corbi congratulated Mr. Adams on the good news of him being successful on the New Jersey State examination of Certified Public Works Manager. Mayor and Council each followed up with their congratulations. Mr. Corbi also followed up with reminders of bid openings for replacement of the sewer pump and the next roads project will be conducted the third week of February.

Councilman Mills read the Municipal Court report and the Riverton Fire Company Report.  He also provided the report for vacant properties and updated that the Planning Board was reorganizing on January 22, 2019.  Chief Shaw read the Riverton Police report. 

RESOLUTION # 13-2019

A Resolution Appointing a Municipal Humane Law Enforcement Officer for the 

Riverton Police Department
(IN FULL IN ORDINANCE BOOK)

Mr. Mills read the resolution by title only and motioned for its approval. The resolution appoints Patrolman Matthew Plisak to this position.  Mr. Corbi seconded his motion.  ROLL CALL: Mr. Bianchini aye, Mr. Corbi aye, Mr. DeGeorge aye, Mr. Fullerton aye, Mr. Mills aye, Mr. Quinn aye.
RESOLUTION # 14-2019

A Resolution TO Appoint C.E.R.T. OfficerS for the Year 2019

(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK)

Mr. Mills read the resolution by title only and motioned for its approval.  Mr. Quinn seconded his motion.  This resolution appoints Joe and Lisa Threston to the Emergency Response Team as the representatives for the Borough of Riverton. ROLL CALL: Mr. Bianchini aye, Mr. Corbi aye, Mr. DeGeorge aye, Mr. Fullerton aye, Mr. Mills aye, Mr. Quinn aye.

RESOLUTION # 21-2019

A Resolution to Appoint Corey Ahart, Esq. as Municipal Judge for the Term of 3 years

(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK)

Mr. Mills read the resolution by title only and motioned for its approval.  Mr. Quinn seconded his motion.  
ROLL CALL: Mr. Bianchini aye, Mr. Corbi aye, Mr. DeGeorge aye, Mr. Fullerton aye, Mr. Mills aye, Mr. Quinn aye.
ORDINANCE # O-2019-01
1st reading 
An Ordinance to Amend the Sewer Rates for the Borough of Riverton

(IN FULL IN ORDINANCE BOOK)

Mr. Fullerton read the ordinance by title only and motioned for its approval. Mr. Corbi provided the second.  Mr. Fullerton discussed this plan to offset the debt the Borough will incur to upgrade the sewer plan.  This plan should provide a 20-year life span to our aging sewer plant.  The proposed amount will be $50.00 per sewer bill, annually.  There was a brief discussion on offering a senior citizen or low income discount however more research will be needed for this portion, so it was dropped for now but may be re-visited in the future.  There will be a second reading and public hearing on February 19, 2019. Public Notice shall be published in two newspapers of the Public Hearing. Council agreed it would be in everyone’s interest to alert residents immediately for the purpose allowing residents to prepare for the increase.  There will be a blast on social media and notices posted for residents at the Borough Hall.  ROLL CALL: Mr. Bianchini aye, Mr. Corbi aye, Mr. DeGeorge aye, Mr. Fullerton aye, Mr. Mills aye, Mr. Quinn aye.
RESOLUTION # 15-2019
A RESOLUTION TO Amend the 2019 Temporary TO THE TEMPORARY Budget FOR THE 

Shade Tree 2019 Removals program
(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK)

Mr. Fullerton read the resolution by title only and motioned for its approval.  Mr. Corbi seconded his motion.  Approval of this resolution provides for the increase of the Shade Tree Board budget line for the purposes of awarding a removals contract.  ROLL CALL: Mr. Bianchini aye, Mr. Corbi aye, Mr. DeGeorge aye, Mr. Fullerton aye, Mr. Mills aye, Mr. Quinn aye.
RESOLUTION # 23-2019

A Resolution TO AUTHORIZE THE CLERK TO WaivE Late Fees on 
Dog and Cat Licenses for the YEAR of 2019

(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK)

Mr. Fullerton read the resolution by title only and motioned for its approval.  Mr. Bianchini seconded his motion.  This is an attempt to incentivize residents to register their dog in accordance with New Jersey laws.
ROLL CALL: Mr. Bianchini aye, Mr. Corbi aye, Mr. DeGeorge aye, Mr. Fullerton aye, Mr. Mills aye, Mr. Quinn aye.

RESOLUTION # 24-2019

A Resolution to Authorize Transfers in the First Three Months OF THE YEAR
(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK)

Mr. Fullerton read the resolution by title only and motioned for its approval.  Mr. Corbi provided the second.  ROLL CALL: Mr. Bianchini aye, Mr. Corbi aye, Mr. DeGeorge aye, Mr. Fullerton aye, Mr. Mills aye, Mr. Quinn aye.
Councilman Bianchini updated conditions at the park, grandstand and facilities.  He is in discussion with Mr. Adams concerning moisture in the storage area of the grandstand due to lack of ventilation.  They will discuss this with Mr. Fox further and seek the proper remediation.  He is also looking to move forward with the hardscape project at the Green Shed, Council should expect another resolution for this project to be underway next month.
Councilman Quinn spoke to Mayor and Council concerning the thought of hosting additional monthly meetings.  Mayor Cairns Wells stated that when she first became a member of Council, they did meet twice a month, but there was not enough work to support two meetings, so the then Council reduced sessions to hold an additional meeting during budget season.  Since then Council has moved to host a Saturday budget session workshop therefore eliminating the need for two meetings.  Mr. Quinn was concerned that borough business was being put off an entire month, which could be alleviated with a second meeting.  Council agreed that when its necessary they could call an emergency meeting with 48-hours’ notice.  
Mr. Quinn also updated Mayor and Council on the Youth Civic Engagement program, where students will earn community hours or credit for attending a Council meeting. It was clarified that the credits or hours will have t go through the school, however we could provide a certificate to certify their attendance. Mr. Quinn also stated he and the Green team are working to create a voluntary ban of single use plastics at Riverton businesses. His last item to report was reminding Council that at the December meeting when the Handbook was adopted there was a discussion to amend language concerning individual consideration of Workmen’s Compensation.  Mayor Cairns Wells provided language in the handbook that says it can be amended.  
RESOLUTION #22-2019

A resolution to Award Shade Tree Removal contract FOR THE 

2019 REMOVALS PROGRAM
(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK)

Mr. Quinn read the resolution by title only and motioned for its approval.  Mr. Mills seconded the motion. This contract is being awarded to Eastern Environmental.  ROLL CALL: Mr. Bianchini aye, Mr. Corbi aye, Mr. DeGeorge aye, Mr. Fullerton aye, Mr. Mills aye, Mr. Quinn aye.
Councilman DeGeorge stated that he has researched information from the New Jersey League of Municipalities concerning the re appropriating the energy tax collection by the state.  He provided the history of this, and will stay on top of this topic and will keep Council abreast. 
RESOLUTION #19-2019
A Resolution Supporting Constitutional Amendment 
requiring full payment of Energy taxes to Local Government Agencies
(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK)

Mr. DeGeorge read the resolution by title only and motioned for its approval.  Mr. Bianchini seconded his motion.  ROLL CALL: Mr. Bianchini aye, Mr. Corbi aye, Mr. DeGeorge aye, Mr. Fullerton aye, Mr. Mills aye, Mr. Quinn aye.
RESOLUTION #18-2019

A Resolution to Support the Pathway to Progress Plan
(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK)

Ms. Cairns Wells read the resolution by title only and asked if Council would motion for its approval.  Mr. Mills motioned for approval and Mr. DeGeorge seconded his motion.  This is Senator Sweeney’s plan which is a bipartisan effort to fund the Public Workers Pension. ROLL CALL: Mr. Bianchini aye, Mr. Corbi aye, Mr. DeGeorge aye, Mr. Fullerton aye, Mr. Mills aye, Mr. Quinn aye.
RESOLUTION #16-2019

A Resolution to Appoint Resident Liaisons Advisors for the Pedestrian Push Button Project
(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK)

Ms. Cairns Wells read the resolution by title only and asked if Council would motion for its approval.  Mr. Bianchini motioned which was seconded by Mr. Mills. This resolution recognizes that Ms. Renee Azelby and Ms. Robin McGinnis are hereby named to represent the Borough in working with New Jersey Transit on the installation of the Push Button project at Cedar, Elm and Thomas. ROLL CALL: Mr. Bianchini aye, Mr. Corbi aye, Mr. DeGeorge aye, Mr. Fullerton aye, Mr. Mills aye, Mr. Quinn aye.
RESOLUTION # 17-2019

A Resolution to Appoint Resident Liaison Michael Kinzler as a Special Finance Advisor
(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK)

Ms. Cairns Wells read the resolution by title only and asked if Council would motion for its approval.  Mr. Mills motioned and Mr. Fullerton seconded the motion. ROLL CALL: Mr. Bianchini aye, Mr. Corbi aye, Mr. DeGeorge aye, Mr. Fullerton aye, Mr. Mills aye, Mr. Quinn aye.
RESOLUTION #20-2019

A Resolution to Reject Bids for Labor Attorney and Police Matters and Authorize 
the Clerk to Re Advertise

(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK)

Ms. Cairns Wells read the resolution by title only and asked if Council would motion for its approval.  Mr. Bianchini motioned for adoption and this was seconded by Mr. Mills.  ROLL CALL: Mr. Bianchini aye, Mr. Corbi aye, Mr. DeGeorge aye, Mr. Fullerton aye, Mr. Mills aye, Mr. Quinn aye.
ADJOURNMENT
With no further business to discuss Mr. Mills made a motion to adjourn which Mr. Bianchini seconded.  All voted in the affirmative. ROLL CALL: Mr. Bianchini aye, Mr. Corbi aye, Mr. DeGeorge aye, Mr. Fullerton aye, Mr. Mills aye, Mr. Quinn aye.
Respectfully submitted,

Michelle Hack, RMC 

Borough Clerk
