BOROUGH OF RIVERTON

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING

August 20, 2019 at 7:00pm

Mayor Cairns Wells called the meeting to order, saluted the Flag, and the following statement “Public notice of this meeting, pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act, has been given in the following manner:
1. Having written notice published in the Burlington County Times January 15, 2019

2. Forwarding written notice to the Courier Post for informational purposes only on January 11, 2019

3. Posting written notice on the Official Bulletin Board and the Borough Website on January 11, 2019”
ROLL CALL:
Mayor Suzanne Cairns Wells
present

Councilman Kirk Fullerton
present


Council President Bill Corbi
present

Councilman Ken Mills

present



Councilman Butch Bianchini
present

Councilman Jim Quinn
present


Councilman Hank DeGeorge
present
Other Borough Officials Present:  Solicitor Tom Coleman, Esquire, Chief Shaw, Ms. Nicole Chicone Shively, Mr. Keith Adams, and Borough Clerk Michelle Hack.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES/CLERK REPORT
Minutes from the July 16, 2019 regular meeting were submitted for approval. Mr. Quinn questioned two portions of the minutes. First, the public comments portion of the minutes concerning a resident’s statement. After a brief discussion it was agreed the comments were correctly conveyed as submitted. After a discussion on the language under Resolution 74, the minutes shall be changed to reflect a typographical error correction made from commended to commented, and the word “alarmed” be replaced with “expressed concern”. Mr. Corbi motioned to approve the minutes as amended.  Mr. Quinn seconded the motion.  ROLL CALL: Mr. Bianchini aye, Mr. Corbi aye, Mr. DeGeorge aye, Mr. Fullerton aye, Mr. Mills aye, Mr. Quinn aye.
Ms. Hack reported that 3rd Quarter tax bills were mailed from the Borough Hall on August 8, 2019. There will an extended grace period of 25 days making the tax bills due September 13, 2019.  Tax bills paid after that date are subject to interest dated back to August 1, 2019. Tax Sale will be September 19 and there are currently 19 properties in tax sale. 
Last Ms. Hack reported that all the proper notifications have been made for the joint meeting scheduled for August 27 at Riverton School for the Borough’s Affordable Housing Plan obligation. 
TREASURER’S REPORT, FINANCE/TAX REPORT & BILL LIST

Mr. Fullerton asked for a motion to approve the reports and bill list, which closed on Monday August 19, 2019. Mr. Bianchini seconded the motion. The full bill list is on file for inspection in the clerk’s office. ROLL CALL: Mr. Bianchini aye, Mr. Corbi aye, Mr. DeGeorge aye, Mr. Fullerton aye, Mr. Mills aye, Mr. Quinn aye.
PUBLIC COMMENT
Ms. Sharon Stokes of Elm Terrace asked for clarification on the Police Department’s “Positive Ticketing” campaign. She was informed that Chief Shaw would discuss it with his report. 

Mr. Joe Rainer of Beechwood provided an update on the properties on Main Street that he recently acquired and discussed the parking ideas he has for the area.  Mayor Cairns Wells replied that she appreciated the meeting they held to discuss parking and the Public Safety Committee was due to meet soon, that meeting will include a parking discussion. 

Mr. Dave Polanczky of Main Street stated he had concerns on changing parking on the 500 block of Main Street.  The Mayor assured him we are only in the information gathering stage, and no actions will be taken without the residents of that neighborhood being first consulted. 

Mr. Dan Howard of Beechwood shared an update concerning the QMA-owned property next to his home.  He stated there are improvements and still some improvements to be made.  Mayor Cairns Wells and Mr. Howard agreed to keep in communication and work for the best outcome. 
Ms. Wanda Swanson of Thomas Avenue asked for clarification on the 3rd Quarter tax due date and suggested the Borough place the information online and on social media.  She was advised these measures had already been taken. 

Mayor Cairns Wells took this time to offer clarification on Resolution 74 that came about in July concerning the fee for outsourcing the Wastewater Treatment Operation position to (WRM) Water Resources Management. She clarified their monthly bills rate of $10,975.  Given the current salary and applicable benefits and the small pool to choose from, the Public Works Committee made a decision to not hire at this while they re-assess the need for the position and/or if a shared service is possible.  
JULY 2019 PUBLIC WORKS REPORT
DPW: Brush collected entire town 3 times, 4 brush dumpsters, swept entire town; on July 22 a thunderstorm caused several branches to come down. Cut up and removed. Fixed storm drain at Lippincott and Little Broad which was damaged from the storm; on July 31 a thunderstorm caused 1 branch on the 200 block of Thomas gutters, replaced wooden trim, and the building has been repainted; Arawak started the paving jobs on Beechwood Drive, Homewood Drive, and alternates on July 24 and finished August 15. Still to complete is the punch list. Parks: Cut park 5 times and installed 2 new rides and mulch. Sewer:  only two calls and both were the responsibility of the homeowners’; Plant operations are becoming more smooth with Water Resource Management.

Mr. Corbi read the sewer plant operator’s report from Water Resources Management for the Sewer Plant for the month of July 2019, he also reported that T&M is conducting an overage report in connection with our sewer tank, Homewood and Beechwood are paved although the jobs are not yet completed. There are punch list items they will be back in town to finalize.  Last he acknowledged the Riverton Improvement Authority on their donation to the bike rack sculptures that were placed by the gazebo this week. Mr. Corbi also thanked Mr. Adams for placing them.
RESOLUTION #77-2019
A Resolution to Authorize the Reduction of a Performance Guarantee for 
the Learning Experience

(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK)

Mr. Mills read the resolution by title and motioned to approve. Mr. Corbi seconded his motion. This is for the Learning Experience as they obtained their Certificate of Occupancy. The Maintenance Guarantee will be $4110.00, and deducted from the account balance.  The Escrow Inspection account is required for a period of two years shall be $500.00, replenish as needed.  No refund shall be issued until the escrow is amount is fulfilled and the sewer accounts are balanced out. ROLL CALL: Mr. Bianchini aye, Mr. Corbi aye, Mr. DeGeorge aye; Mr. Fullerton aye, Mr. Mills aye, Mr. Quinn aye.
RESOLUTION #78-2019
A Resolution to Cancel Sewer Accounts and Reestablish a Single Sewer Account for The Learning Experience AT 
(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK)

Mr. Mills read the resolution by title and motioned for approval. Mr. Corbi seconded his motion. This resolution provides for the previous accounts to become a single account and billed at the rate subject to N.J.A.C. criteria under daycare facilities and the Borough Code at Section §106-39. ROLL CALL: Mr. Bianchini aye, Mr. Corbi aye, Mr. DeGeorge aye; Mr. Fullerton aye, Mr. Mills aye, Mr. Quinn aye.
RESOLUTION #82-2019
A Resolution to Hire Holly McCullough as a Crossing Guard
(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK)

Mr. Mills read the resolution by title and motioned to approve. Mr. Bianchini seconded the motion. This comes on the position vacated by Ms. Jennifer Small who regretfully resigned after many years of service. ROLL CALL: Mr. Bianchini aye, Mr. Corbi aye, Mr. DeGeorge aye; Mr. Fullerton aye, Mr. Mills aye, Mr. Quinn aye.
Mr. Mills reported that the properties on the current vacant properties list are: 633 Thomas Avenue; 713 Main Street and 108 7th Street and then provided the Public Safety reports as follows:
July Municipal Court Report

Tickets Issued:  126



Tickets Disposed:  170


Complaints Issued: 31



Complaints Disposed: 25
Total Disbursements: $15,181.11

To Riverton Treasurer: $ 7,527.48
June 2019 EMS Report

Total EMS Responses:
289 


Responses to Riverton:  17
Fire Department July 2019

Fires:  
32

YTD:  135

Drills:  
2

YTD:  14
Police July 2019:
	Description:
	Current Month:
	Last Month:
	Year to Date:

	Vehicle Mileage:
	2,550
	2412
	19,642

	Juvenile Arrests:
	1
	2
	3

	Adult Arrests:
a) Contempt

b) Possession of CDS / Drug Para

c) Obstruction

d) Theft

These figures represent people who were arrested and the charges against them.
	22

17

4

1

1
	31
	229

	Motor Vehicle Accidents:
	5
	3
	19

	Motor Vehicle Stops:
	175
	219
	1691

	Motor Vehicle Summonses:
	131
	164
	1227

	Motor Vehicle Warnings:
	44
	55
	464

	Alarms:
	13
	22
	84

	Asst. to other Agencies:
	16
	23
	129

	Animal Complaints:
	3
	3
	21

	Fire Calls:
	6
	5
	27

	EMS Calls:
	25
	18
	181

	Unattended Deaths:
	1
	0
	1

	Criminal Cases:
	27
	39
	156

	Domestics:
	0
	1
	7

	Thefts:

1) Shoplifting
	1
	3
	13

	Burglaries:
	0
	7
	9

	Assaults:
	0
	0
	1

	Criminal Mischief:
	0
	0
	2

	Incidents:
	418
	405
	2,750


Chief Shaw provided the following updates from the Police Department: There have been two regretful resignations to the Department, Patrolman Michael Carr and Crossing Guard Jennifer Small.  He also reported the Riverton Police Department is hosting a fundraiser event on September 7 at Riverton Park that is intended to bring families to the park for rides, games and a cookout.  The money raised is for the Annual Special Olympics Torch Run.  Last Chief Shaw gave an overview of the Positive Ticketing Campaign in which the Riverton Police Department is participating.
RESOLUTION #75-2019

A Resolution TO MEMORIALZE THE CERTIFICATION THE 2018 MUNICIPAL AUDIT
(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK)
Mr. Fullerton read the resolution by title and motioned for approval. Mr. Corbi provided the second for this motion. Mr. Fullerton was happy to report there were no findings or recommendations for the 2018 audit.  The Mayor and Councilmembers commended the Borough’s Finance Office and Clerk for this achievement. Mayor and Council signed an affidavit to memorialize the audit findings. ROLL CALL: Mr. Bianchini aye, Mr. Corbi aye, Mr. DeGeorge aye; Mr. Fullerton aye, Mr. Mills aye, Mr. Quinn aye.

RESOLUTION #76-2019

A resolution TO AUTHORIZE AN EXTENTION FOR THE THIRD QUARTER PROPERTY TAXES

(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK)
Mr. Fullerton read the resolution by title and motioned for approval. Mr. Mills seconded his motion. The due date for the 3rd Quarter 2019 municipal taxes are due September 13. Payments after September 13 are subject to interest retroactive to August 1, 2019. ROLL CALL: Mr. Bianchini aye, Mr. Corbi aye, Mr. DeGeorge aye; Mr. Fullerton aye, Mr. Mills aye, Mr. Quinn aye.

RESOLUTION #79-2019

A resolution TO AMEND RESOLUTION 58-2019 TO PROVIDE FOR TENNIS COURT ON THE FEE SCHEDULE
(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK)
Mr. Bianchini read the resolution by title only and motioned for approval.  Mr. Mills seconded the motion.  This provides for the Borough to charge outside tennis teams for usage rates.  $100 per season and $25 per week for camps.  ROLL CALL: Mr. Bianchini aye, Mr. Corbi aye, Mr. DeGeorge aye; Mr. Fullerton aye, Mr. Mills aye, Mr. Quinn aye.

Mr. Bianchini reported he is still gathering quotes to extend the basketball court blacktop buffer zone, he also thanked Mr. Adams for installing the new playground toys at Riverton Memorial Park.  Mr. Bianchini is also looking into having the old court resurfaced and create a multipurpose game board area.  

Mr. Quinn no Shade Tree Board meeting this month although met with the Environmental Commission, they are on pace for 2020 Bronze Sustainable Jersey status and he reviewed the timeline. They’re also preparing for a “Ditching Disposables” seminar.  
Mr. DeGeorge reported also reported that Environmental Commission is working toward Bronze status and clarified the Green Team is a subcommittee of the EC which consists of 10 Riverton residents. He also stated the Environmental Commission met with the Pompeston Watershed Association who stated some concerns along the area.  Part of the Sustainable Jersey criteria is passing the two resolutions he is putting forth tonight.  

RESOLUTION #80-2019

A Resolution to Pledge Municipal Support for Responsible Pet Ownership Programs 

(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK)
Mr. DeGeorge read the resolution by title and motioned for approval. Mr. Corbi provided the second for this motion. ROLL CALL: Mr. Bianchini aye, Mr. Corbi aye, Mr. DeGeorge aye; Mr. Fullerton aye, Mr. Mills aye, Mr. Quinn aye.
RESOLUTION #81-2019

A Resolution to Pledge Municipal Support for NJ Wildlife Action Plan 

(IN FULL IN RESOLUTION BOOK)
Mr. DeGeorge read the resolution by title and motioned for approval. Mr. Bianchini provided the second for this motion. ROLL CALL: Mr. Bianchini aye, Mr. Corbi aye, Mr. DeGeorge aye; Mr. Fullerton aye, Mr. Mills aye, Mr. Quinn aye.
Mayor Cairns Wells announced she is working with former Borough Mayor William Brown, who also serves on the Veteran’s Affairs Committee to roll out a plan entitled “We Honor Our Vets”. She also offered a reminder for the August 27 Affordable Housing Meeting. 
SOLICITORS REPORT
Mr. Coleman reported that he Habitat for Humanity is not going to be part of the Borough’s Affordable Housing agreement as originally planning for.  They do not want to sign an agreement, which opens up $50,000 on COAH fees.  The agreement with Mr. Walsh is to actively market those funds to a developer.   The Borough is scheduled to host a joint meeting with the Planning Board and introduce the Plan in August 27, 2019 at Riverton School.
ADJOURNMENT
With no further business to discuss Mr. Mills made a motion to adjourn which Mr. Corbi seconded.  All voted in the affirmative. 

Respectfully submitted,

Michelle Hack, RMC 

Borough Clerk

