RIVERTON BOROUGH PLANNING BOARD

MINUTES

February 25, 2020 at 7 o’clock p.m.
The February 25, 2020 reorganization meeting of the Riverton Planning Board was called to order at 7:00 PM.  Board Secretary Michelle Hack, who announced that Public Notice of this meeting pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act has been given in the following manner:
a) Posting written notice on the official bulletin board in the Borough Hall on January 31, 2020.
b) Having written notice published in the Burlington County Times on February 5, 2020.

c) Forwarding written notice for informational purposes only to the Courier Post on January 31, 2020.

ROLL CALL:

	Suzanne Cairns Wells, present
	Kerry Brandt, present
	Joe Della Penna, present

	Craig Greenwood, present
	Mary Lodato, present
	Robert Martin, present

	Councilman Ken Mills, absent
	Ray Paskiewicz, present
	Joseph Threston, present

	Rebecca Reis, Alt. 1, present
	Adam Flade Alt. 2, present
	Doug Aird, Alt 3, present


Also present was Secretary Michelle Hack and Solicitor Charles Petrone.
OLD BUSINESS:
Mr. Doug Aird, Alt.3 was sworn in for a term of 2 years to expire December, 31 2021. Secretary Hack stated that she conducted the swearing in of Councilman Ken Mills (Class III) for a 1-year term on February 26, 2020 while he was in the office for a Council Meeting.
MINUTES:

The minutes from January 28, 2020 were submitted for approval.  Mayor Cairns Wells approved as submitted and Mr. Della Penna seconded her motion. All approved in the affirmative.
NEW BUSINESS:

	A.
	Name:
	Doris Anne Downes

	
	Property:
	200 Midway
	Block:
	1501
	Lot:
	22

	
	Action Desired:
	Seeks relief from the Borough Code at Chapters § 128-58C & §128-20B for reduction of side yard setback from the required 25 feet to 4'.5" feet for the purpose of erecting a fence on a corner property. 



Ms. Downes was sworn in to provide testimony for her application.  Mr. Flade recused himself from the application as he is the next door neighbor to this property.  Ms. Downes lives in an R8 district and is requesting a fence of 5-feet in height to secure her new pet, who could easily jump a 4-foot fence. The proposed fence is a cedar wood, board-on-board style, single convex style. The applicant and Board members discussed other nearby properties who may or may not have received a variance for their fences. The applicant provided Exhibit A-1 which is a photograph of the existing tree line of “Rose of Sharon” that are well established which sit approximately 2-feet from the sidewalk. She testified that the proposed fence will be placed on the inside of that tree line which is estimated 15-feet from the center of the street. Ms. Downes further testified that the Rose of Sharon are dense when in full bloom which are three seasons, effectively hiding the wooden fence. Mr. Greenwood noted that the cedar would turn grayish in a couple of year and blend with the trees when not in bloom. Additional testimony confirmed the fence will sit several feet short of the driveway, and not go to the edge of the year which is favorable for the sight triangle and aesthetics of the neighborhood.  
With no further comments from the Board Chairman Brandt opened the floor for public comment however no one was present to speak therefore closing the public portion.  Mr. Threston motioned to grant the variance subject to all permits being secured by the applicant, and the location of the fenced being placed in is conformance with the survey provided as part of the application, and the fence material is cedar board-on-board convex. Mr. Della Penna seconded his motion.  9 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstain. Mr. Petrone informed Ms. Downes of the appeals period being waived at her own risk.  
CORRESPONDENCE/ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Chairman Brandt stated that he is in favor of a code review, especially starting with the codes that cause the most confusion.  This led into a discussion of the need and/or desire to create an ordinance governing Short Term rentals. The Board discussed the pros & cons of such and decided it is not in the best interest of the Borough at this time, however he will share the ordinance samples that he has.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
· Council Matters of Importance to the Board –Mayor Cairns Wells updated that the hearing for final approval of our Affordable Housing Plan is scheduled April 23, 2020. She is working to drive the Census, there will be some community times for residents to better understand and participate in the 2020 Census.  Last Mayor Cairns Wells stated that he has been made aware that New Jersey Transit has approved the funding for the Pedestrian Push Button project.
· Minor Site Plan- Ms. Lodato reported there were no applications.
· Environmental Commission- Mr. Threston announced the Green Team is running a move series on environmental stewardship for Borough residents.
PUBLIC COMMENT – None 
ADJOURNMENT: Motion to adjourn by Mr. Threston and seconded by Mayor Cairns Wells.
Respectfully submitted:

Michelle Hack Secretary

RIVERTON PLANNING BOARD
Adopted on:
March 24, 2020
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